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Table 3 shows the locations of black business owners in 1897.  In 1897, the most 

popular locations for black businesses were in the main business district on N. 2nd   Street , 

Front Street, Market Street, and Princess Street.  There was a secondary business district 

on N. 4th Street and there was another on S. 7th. Table 4 shows that things drastically 

changed after the riots. Based on the directory data, by 1900 there was a significant 

reduction in nearly all of the locations that had large numbers of black business in 1897. 

In 1897 there were 18 black business on Market Street but by 1900, this number dropped 

to 4. Similar changes also occurred on Front Street, Princess Street, North Second and 

South Seventh.  

 Tables 5 and 7 show that the black business owners who remained in the city 

maintained a presence in the city’s central business district.  There were 163 black 

businesses in the city by 1900 and of those,116, were operated by blacks who had 

remained in the city following the violence.  Therefore, the remaining 47 businesses were 

new businesses started by residents who stayed in the city or newly arrived residents. 

 


